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INTRODUCTION
By a coincedence dat perhaps wasn't coincedental I got in touch with refugees "om Bhutan. In stead 
of a conversation about the Nepalese kitchen I heard a refugees tale. Right on the spot I decided to 
write a novel about the Bhutanese exile. Not much later I found myself in Nepal with a videocamera, 
a photocamera and in the company of my good "iend the writer / photographer Eveline van de Pu!e. 
We had started the production of our #lm Headwind, the forgo!en exiles "om Bhutan.

A year later we are still working on the #nal edits of the #lm for release later this year and struggling 
with selecting 175 photos "om our collection of 18,000 photos made in Nepal in and around the 
refugee camps. I did write the novel and it is published together with this book. $e book you're 
holding in your hands now however contains that painfull selection of 175 photos. 

$is book is a testimony of the existence and life of refugees who %ed the south of Bhutan as a result of 
ethnic cleansing to that other wonderous country in the Himalayas, Nepal. But it is much more than 
a testimony. For the ones who lived in these camps and have now rese!led to one of the rese!lement 
countries it is a memorial book depicting images so familiar to them and bound into a book intended 
for their siblings. $is book is also a cry against the injustice of refugeeship and an inside view on the 
culture of the Bhutanese who by some people are named Lotshampa's, meaning 'people "om the 
south'. A culture that is being erased by the Bhutanese government and by the massive third country 
rese!lement that is ongoing and shi&ing almost all of them "om their south Asian grounds to modern 
western society. $is book is a visual accusation against them who are responsible for human rights 
violations, ethnic and cultural cleansing.

But for Eveline and me this book is a photographic gi& to our dear "iends in Nepal and the 
Netherlands, who were exiled "om their motherland. $ey are our "iends, they are in our hearts and 
minds. With this book they and their stories remain unforgo!en.

Alice Anna Verheij
!e Hague, July 2012
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Himalayas, Nepal. But it is much more than a testimony. For the ones who lived in these camps and have now 
rese!led to one of the rese!lement countries it is a memorial book depicting images so familiar to them and 
bound into a book intended for their siblings. $is book is also a cry against the injustice of refugeeship and an 
inside view on the culture of the Bhutanese who by some people are named Lotshampa's, meaning 'people "om 
the south'. A culture that is being erased by the Bhutanese government and by the massive third country 
rese!lement that is ongoing and shi&ing almost all of them "om their south Asian grounds to modern western 
society. $is book is a visual accusation against them who are responsible for human rights violations.4
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MOTHERLAND
B H U T A N
$is book is a testimony of the existence and life of refugees who %ed the 
south of Bhutan as a result of ethnic cleansing to that other wonderous 
country in the Himalayas, Nepal. But it is much more than a testimony. 
For the ones who lived in these camps and have now rese!led to one of the 
rese!lement countries it is a memorial book depicting images so familiar 
to them and bound into a book intended for their siblings. $is book is 
also a cry against the injustice of refugeeship and an inside view on the 
culture of the Bhutanese who by some people are named Lotshampa's, 
meaning 'people "om the south'. A culture that is being erased by the 
Bhutanese government and by the massive third country rese!lement that 
is ongoing and shi&ing almost all of them "om their south Asian grounds 
to modern western society. $is book is a visual accusation against them 
who are responsible for human rights violations, ethnic and cultural 
cleansing.

$is book is a testimony of the existence and life of refugees who %ed the 
south of Bhutan as a result of ethnic cleansing to that other wonderous 
country in the Himalayas, Nepal. But it is much more than a testimony. 
For the ones who lived in these camps and have now rese!led to one of the 
rese!lement countries it is a memorial book depicting images so familiar 
to them and bound into a book intended for their siblings. $is book is 
also a cry against the injustice of refugeeship and an inside view on the 
culture of the Bhutanese who by some people are named Lotshampa's, 
meaning 'people "om the south'. A culture that is being erased by the 
Bhutanese government and by the massive third country rese!lement that 
is ongoing and shi&ing almost all of them "om their south Asian grounds 
to modern western society. $is book is a visual accusation against them 
who are responsible for human rights violations, ethnic and cultural 
cleansing.
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Every year huts are destroyed by elephant a#acks, partial $oodings and %res,76



DESTRUCTION & CONSTRUCTION

77sometimes a few huts and sometimes hundreds when there's a large %re.
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Where have my people gone?
$is book is a testimony of the existence and life of refugees who %ed the south of Bhutan as a result of ethnic cleansing 
to that other wonderous country in the Himalayas, Nepal. But it is much more than a testimony. For the ones who 
lived in these camps and have now rese!led to one of the rese!lement countries it is a memorial book depicting images 
so familiar to them and bound into a book intended for their siblings. $is book is also a cry against the injustice of 
refugeeship and an inside view on the culture of the Bhutanese who by some people are named Lotshampa's, meaning 
'people "om the south'. A culture that is being erased by the Bhutanese government and by the massive third country 
rese!lement that is ongoing and shi&ing almost all of them "om their south Asian grounds to modern western society. 
$is book is a visual accusation against them who are responsible for human rights violations, ethnic and cultural 
cleansing.

$is book is a testimony of the existence and life of refugees who %ed the south of Bhutan as a result of ethnic cleansing 
to that other wonderous country in the Himalayas, Nepal. But it is much more than a testimony. For the ones who 
lived in these camps and have now rese!led to one of the rese!lement countries it is a memorial book depicting images 
so familiar to them and bound into a book intended for their siblings. $is book is also a cry against the injustice of 
refugeeship and an inside view on the culture of the Bhutanese who by some people are named Lotshampa's, meaning 
'people "om the south'. A culture that is being erased by the Bhutanese government and by the massive third country 
rese!lement that is ongoing and shi&ing almost all of them "om their south Asian grounds to modern western society. 
$is book is a visual accusation against them who are responsible for human rights violations, ethnic and cultural 
cleansing.

$is book is a testimony of the existence and life of refugees who %ed the south of Bhutan as a result of ethnic cleansing 
to that other wonderous country in the Himalayas, Nepal. But it is much more than a testimony. For the ones who 
lived in these camps and have now rese!led to one of the rese!lement countries it is a memorial book depicting images 
so familiar to them and bound into a book intended for their siblings. $is book is also a cry against the injustice of 
refugeeship and an inside view on the culture of the Bhutanese who by some people are named Lotshampa's, meaning 
'people "om the south'. A culture that is being erased by the Bhutanese government and by the massive third country 
rese!lement that is ongoing and shi&ing almost all of them "om their south Asian grounds to modern western society. 
$is book is a visual accusation against them who are responsible for human rights violations, ethnic and cultural 
cleansing.



142 L O O K  W E S T



143T H I N K  E A S T



GLOSSARY

All photos were taken between February 2011 and January 2012 during three visits to Sikkim (India) and the Morang and 
Jhapa districts in Nepal and speci#cally the Goldhap, Sanischare, Beldangi 1, Beldangi 2 and Beldangi 2 extension camps in 
those districts.

Without the kindness and support "om our relatives, the members of the Bhutanese community in exile and the inhabitants of 
the refugee camps it would not have been possible to work as "eely as we did during our visits. In particular we would like to 
thank the following people for their moral and practical support, their hospitality and their endless e'orts for the Headwind 
project:

Vidhyapati Mishra and family, Arati Dahal and family, Babita Gurung, Binod Dunghel and family, Jeetan Muskan, Prakash 
Angdembe, T.B. Chhetri, the Sivakoti family, the Dahal family, Ram Bahadur Chhetri, Lucas, Eva and Ewout Verheij, Haydi 
Cameron, the Empowerment Foundation, Bhutan News Service, Bhutan Media Society, Bhutanese Community in the 
Netherlands and many others unmentioned here.

Alice Anna Verheij, Eveline van de Pu!e
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Between 1990 and 1992 the government of the 
Himalayan Kingdom Bhutan (known for its cultural 
and natural beauty and the concept of 'Gross 
National Happiness') exiled almost 1/6th of its 
population through ethnic cleansing.

!ey have lived in refugee camps in Nepal ever since 
and now they are being rese#led to the West, thrown 
in diaspora by th United Nations as a durable 
solution to the problem of the Bhutanese refugees.

!is book depicts their life in the camps, so we will 
not forget their ordeal and their endurance.

Eveline van de Pu#e and Alive Verheij went to Nepal 
and the camps to %lm a documentary and capture 
history in the making. !ey give you an insight in the 
life of refugees in Nepal in 175 beautiful photos 
documenting all aspects of life in and around the 
camps.

!is photobook is a product of the Empowerment 
Foundations project Headwind that was initiated in 
2010 by Alice Verheij in cooperation with 
representatives from the Bhutanese community in 
exile in Nepal and the Netherlands.
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